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ethical parts of the Mahabharata have so decidedly influenced the later philosophers and law. givers that they have conferred on it the name of the Fifth Veda, In several commentaries on th$ JJpanishads, the Brahma Sutras and the like, the Maha« bharata is quoted profusely as an authority. Public and private recitations of this epic are common in India even to this day and this testifies to the religioui significance of the Mahabharata.
The poetry of the Mahabharata is not uniform in its nature. The Nalopakhyana is written in a very charming and delicate poetic style, while at several other places of the epic nothing but a narrative skill is to be seen. These poetical portions have to a great extent influenced the style of later poets.
Harivamsa
The Harivamsa, though a Purana in itself con« sidering its matter and length, is known as an appendix or supplement, a Khila of the Mahabharata. It contains more than 16,000 verses and does not appear like a single work but like a loose jumble of several legends, myths and hymns. Its professed purpose is to glorify Vishnu. The only connection that this book has with the Mahabharata consists in the fact that Vaisampayana, the narrator of the Mahabharata, himself narrates this to the same Janamejaya when the latter requests him to give an account of the race to which Sri Krishna belongs.
The book is divided into three parts.    The first-book called H^rivafiisp, farva gives m apcoypt of fcV 3